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SUBJECT: COMMERCIAL INQUIRY ON SHIPPING 

1. MR. WILLIAM TAYLOR OF LYKES BROTHERS STEAMSHIP, A 
DIVISION OF LYKES YOUNGSTOWN CORPORATION, VISITED DEPART 
MENT TO DISCUSS POTENTIAL EGYPTIAN INTEREST IN PURCHASE OF 
THE LYKES SEABEE SYSTEM. THESE ARE LARGE CONTAINER SHIPS 
THAT ARE DESIGNED TO CARRY BARGES SO THAT WHEN THE SHIP 
ARRIVES OUTSIDE THE PORT, IT DIRECTLY OFFLOADS THE BARGES 
WITH THE CARGOES AND THE BARGES CAN GO DIRECTLY INTO THE 
INLAND WATER TRANSPORT SYSTEM WITHOUT HAVING TO GO THROUGH 
OFFLOADING AT A MAIN PORT ITSELF. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT 
THESE WOULD BE EXCELLENT FOR LESSENING THE CONGESTION AT 
THE ALEXANDRIA PORT AREA. 

2. TAYLOR INDICATED THAT HE HAS DISCUSSED THE SYSTEM 
WITH SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT AND IRAN AND HAS EVEN DISCUSSED 
THE POSSIBILITIES OF A TRIANGULAR INVESTMENT WITH KUWAIT 
FOR EGYPT. COST FOR ONE SHIP AND THE THIRTY-EIGHT BARGES 
WHICH SHIP CARRIES IS APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY-FIVE MILLION 
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3. TAYLOR WOULD BE INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING POSSIBILITIES 
WITH EGYPTIANS ON A VISIT IN OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER BUT WOULD 

APPRECIATE IF EMBASSY COULD MAKE PRELIMINARY INQUIRY TO 

ASCERTAIN EGYPTIAN INTEREST AND TO FIND OUT WHO IN EGYP 
TIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD BE THE APPROPRIATE CONTACT FOR COM- 
MERCIAL DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

4. TAYLOR SAT NEXT TO AMBASSADOR ON RECENT FLIGHT FROM 

WASHINGTON TO LONDON AND AMBASSADOR MAY REMEMBER HIS DIS- 
CUSSION WITH TAYLOR ON THIS SUBJECT. 
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